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ABSTRACT

In this study, carbon was easily made from walnut wood as a low-cost and non-toxic
natural adsorbent. It was used to remove methylene blue rapidly from aqueous solutions.
This adsorbent was re-used after heating. Boehm titration method, BET surface area
measurement, FTIR, and pH determination at zero point of charge (pHZPC) were used to
characterize this adsorbent. Response surface methodology was used to reduce the number
of experiments and to optimize the experimental factors such as pH of solution, contact
time, initial dye concentration, and adsorbent dosage. The optimal conditions for the dye
removal were found to be 10, 2.0 min, 9.00 mg/L, and 0.250 g for pH, contact time, initial
dye concentration, and adsorbent dosage, respectively. The rapid adsorption of the MB dye
is an advantage of this adsorbent. Various isotherm models were used to fit the experimen-
tal equilibrium data. The results showed the suitability and applicability of Langmuir
model. Kinetic models such as pseudo-first-order, pseudo-second-order, Elovich, and
intraparticle diffusion models indicated that the second-order equation model controls the
kinetic of the adsorption process.
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1. Introduction

Industrial effluents contain dyes with large
amounts of suspended organic solids [1]. Presence of
such effluents in water could generate hazards to
aquatic life by enhancing mutagenic and carcinogenic
effects. Textile, paper, and printing activities are some
sources of dye-containing wastewater [2–6]. Conven-
tional wastewater treatment protocol based on
physicochemical, chemical, and biological processes
includes coagulation and flocculation [7], adsorption

[8], ozonation [9], electrochemical techniques [10], bio-
sorption [11,12], and fungal decolonization [13].
Among them, adsorption is widely used for large-
scale biochemical, chemical, environmental recovery,
and purification applications [14]. This technique
benefits from simple design and ease of operation by
efficient non-toxic and low-cost adsorbents. Character-
istics and appropriate selection of the adsorbent are
based on factors such as removal capacity, treatment
cost, and operating conditions [15]. Chemical treat-
ment and biodegradation procedure are based on
expensive and complex processes that generate toxic
byproducts.
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Walnut is an agricultural tree that grows in differ-
ent regions. The wood of this tree has a variety of
uses, such as carpentry work and fuel. Moreover, the
waste wood of walnut tree is largely available. After
burning and putting it into a sealed container while
keeping it cooled, the carbon is prepared (see below
for more details) which means that this walnut carbon
(WC) is very cost effective, energy effective, and a
non-toxic material. All these characteristics of this car-
bon make it more suitable than commercial activated
carbon for the removal of water pollution. On the
other hand, methylene blue (MB), with complicated
chemical structure, has high resistance to light and
oxidizing agents. In addition, its removal based on
biological treatment and chemical precipitation is not
environmental friendly and has low efficiency [16].

Therefore, we were motivated to prepare walnut
carbon as an alternative to expensive or toxic adsor-
bents for the removal of methylene blue (MB) from
wastewater. BET surface area measurement, FTIR, pH
determination at zero point of charge (pHZPC), and
Boehm titration method were used to characterize this
adsorbent. The number of experimental runs was
reduced by applying central composite design (CCD)
under response surface methodology (RSM). The
experimental conditions, such as pH of solution, con-
tact time, initial dye concentration, and adsorbent dos-
age as well as the dye removal percentage as
response, were studied and optimized. The extent to
which the experimental factors interact with each
other was also investigated. The optimal conditions
for the MB removal were found to be pH 10, contact
time 2.0 min, initial dye concentration 9.0 mg/L, and
adsorbent dosage 0.25 g.

Various isotherm models, such as Langmuir,
Freundlich, Tempkin, and Dubinin–Radushkevich
were used to fit the experimental equilibrium data.
The results showed the suitability and applicability of
the Langmuir model. Kinetic models, such as
pseudo-first-order, pseudo-second-order, Elovich and
intra-particle diffusion models indicated that the
pseudo-second-order model controls the kinetic of
adsorption process. It was shown that the WC can be
effectively used to remove the cationic dye of methy-
lene blue from wastewater.

2. Experimental

2.1. Materials and instrumentation

Methylene blue with a CAS number 52.015, chemi-
cal formula C16H18N3SCl (MW = 319.86 g/mol), and
λmax of 664 nm was supplied by Sigma–Aldrich (M)
SdnBhd, Malaysia and used as received. The stock

solution (1,000 mg/l) of MB was prepared by dissolv-
ing 0.5 g of MB in 500-mL distilled water. All working
solutions of the desired concentration were obtained
by diluting the stock solution with distilled water. The
concentration of MB in the solution was measured by
analyzing the corresponding absorbance spectra (at
664 nm) acquired by a double beam UV–vis spectro-
photometer (JASCO, Model UV–vis V-530, Japan).
FTIR absorption spectra of selected samples before
and after adsorption process were obtained using KBr
discs on a FTIR 6300 in the region 4,000–400 cm−1.

2.2. Preparation of WC

First, the walnut wood was chopped into small
pieces (about 1 cm) and rinsed with distilled water.
Then, the pieces were dried in an oven at a tempera-
ture of 105˚C overnight. Afterwards, they were placed
in a metal container with a small opening for the
exhaust, and the container was heated with gas flame
for one hour at a temperature above 400˚C. The pro-
duced coal was then slowly cooled to room tempera-
ture. The product was washed again with distilled
water. The WC was pulverized after drying and siev-
ing with a mesh sieve 50, and then it was character-
ized by FTIR and pH determination at zero point of
charge (pHZPC) by the pH drift method reported else-
where [17].

Oxygen-containing functional groups were deter-
mined by the Boehm titration method [18]. WC of
1.000 g was kept in contact with 15-mL solution of
NaHCO3 (0.10 M), Na2CO3 (0.05 M), and NaOH
(0.10 M) for acidic groups, and in contact with 15-mL
solution of HCl (0.10 M) for basic groups at room tem-
perature for more than two days. Subsequently, the
aqueous solutions were back titrated with HCl
(0.10 M) for acidic and with NaOH (0.10 M) for basic
groups.

The number and type of acidic sites were calcu-
lated by considering that NaOH neutralizes carboxylic,
lactonic, and phenolic groups, Na2CO3 neutralizes car-
boxylic and lactonic groups, and NaHCO3 neutralizes
only carboxylic groups. Carboxylic groups were, there-
fore, quantified by direct titration with NaHCO3. The
difference between the groups titrated with Na2CO3

and those titrated with NaHCO3 was assumed to be
lactones, as well as the difference between the groups
titrated with NaOH and those titrated with Na2CO3

was assumed to be phenol. Basic sites were
determined by titration with HCl. Neutralization
points were known using pH indicators of phenol-
phthalein solution for the titration of strong base and
strong acid. In order to neutralize basic groups/sites,
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remaining HCl in the solution was back titrated with
0.1 M NaOH. The results for the characterization of
the WC are presented in Table 1.

2.3. CCD and optimization of parameters

CCD is one of the most accepted experimental
designs under RSM. This statistical technique was
used to study the individual and synergetic effects of
four factors, including pH of solution, amount of
adsorbent, concentration of MB, and contact time on
the removal percentage of MB as response. Thirty-one
experiments were designed and run at different condi-
tions at room temperature. The number of runs was
obtained according the relation 2n + 2n + nc, where n
is the number of factors (four factors) and nc is the
number of center points (seven replicates). Then the
removal percentage of MB was calculated. Coded and
uncoded factor values together with the response
values are listed in Table 2.

The following quadratic equation as optimal model
predictor was used to optimize and predict the
response (Y) against the parameters

Y ¼ b0 þ
X4

i¼1

bixi þ
X4

i¼1

biix
2
i þ

X3

i¼1

X4

j¼iþ1

bijxixj (1)

where xi, xj are the coded values of the factors, and b0,
bi, bii, and bij are the constant, linear, quadratic, and
interaction coefficients, respectively. The analysis of
variance (ANOVA), the coefficient of determination R2,
probability P-value (with 95% confidence level), and
fisher’s test were used to evaluate the statistical signifi-
cance and the characteristics of the reliability of the
analysis. All the parameters and experimental data
were studied using a software MINITAB (version 16.0).

Significant and insignificant terms were deter-
mined and then the predictive model was obtained by
rewriting Eq. (1) in terms of the significant factors.

Table 1
Summary report on characterization of walnut carbon

Summary report

Surface area Amount
Single point surface area at p/p˚ = 0.206 32.587 m/g
BET surface area: 31.908 m/g
Langmuir surface area: 42.770 m/g
t-Plot micropore area: 21.531 m/g
t-Plot external surface area: 10.376 m/g
BJH adsorption cumulative surface area of pores between 17.000 and 3,000.000 Å width: 3.585 m/g
BJH desorption cumulative surface area of pores between 17.000 and 3,000.000 Å width: 1.999 m/g
Pore volume
Single point adsorption total pore volume of pores less than 1256.713 Å width at p/p˚ = 0.984: 0.029 cm/g
t-Plot micropore volume: 0.010 cm/g
BJH adsorption cumulative volume of pores between 17.000 and 3,000.000 Å width: 0.019 cm/g
BJH desorption cumulative volume of pores between 17.000 and 3,000.000 Å width: 0.013 cm/g
Pore size
Adsorption average pore width (4 V/A by BET): 36.391 Å
BJH adsorption average pore width (4 V/A): 208.962 Å
BJH desorption average pore width (4 V/A): 265.473 Å
Nanoparticle size
Average particle size: 1880.417 Å
pH Zero point of charge
pHZPC 8.500
Solubility
Acid soluble NO
Water soluble NO
Boehm titration
Carboxylic(acidic functions) 0.875 mmol/g
Phenol NO
Lactones 0.248 mmol/g
Basic sites 1.125 mmol/g
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Y ¼ 90:24þ 30:48x2 � 17:63x3 � 29:39x22 � 10:41x23
þ 27:03x2x3 (2)

Positive coefficients mean that the corresponding
terms affect the response positively, while the negative
values affect it negatively. The terms x2; x3; x

2
2; x

2
3, and

x2x3 stand for the amount of adsorbent, the dye
concentration, the square of adsorbent amount, the
square of dye concentration as well as the interaction
of the adsorbent amount, and the dye concentration,
respectively.

The ANOVA was performed and it showed that
the P-values for the terms included in Eq. (2) are less
than 0.05, and the P-value for lack of fit is higher than
0.05, indicating the adequacy and significance of the
model. The terms x2; x3; x22; x

2
3, and x2x3 were found to

be significant. This shows the linear and quadratic
responses of the MB removal against the MB

concentration and the amount of WC. It also shows
that the response is affected by the interaction of these
two factors. Three-dimensional response surface for
the significant factors is shown in Fig. 1.

The optimized values for the factors pH, the
amount of WC, MB concentration, and contact time
were found to be 10, 0.25 g, 9.0 mg/L, and 2.0 min,
respectively. At this condition, the removal percentage
of MB was predicted to be 96.60% with a desirability
of 0.9509. The optimization plot was shown in Fig. 2.
To make a test on the reliability of this prediction, an
experiment was run at the obtained optimal condition
and the removal percentage was obtained to be
94.20% which is very close to the predicted condition.

2.4. Adsorption studies

The batch sorption experiments were carried out in
100-mL Erlenmeyer flasks, by contacting the solution

Table 2
CCD of the removal of MB by walnut carbon

Run PH Dye concentration (mg/L) Time (min) Adsorbent (g) Removal (%)

1 2 10 20 0.225 88.410
2 8 14 11 0.325 89.540
3 6 10 20 0.225 87.540
4 6 10 20 0.225 91.340
5 8 14 29 0.325 93.830
6 6 10 20 0.425 98.330
7 6 10 20 0.225 92.710
8 4 14 29 0.125 55.920
9 8 6 29 0.125 88.390
10 4 6 29 0.325 98.140
11 8 6 11 0.125 85.070
12 6 10 20 0.225 91.120
13 6 10 20 0.025 18.610
14 4 14 11 0.125 51.620
15 8 6 11 0.325 98.330
16 8 6 29 0.325 98.540
17 4 14 11 0.325 92.270
18 4 6 11 0.325 97.530
19 8 14 11 0.125 50.120
20 6 10 20 0.225 95.760
21 6 10 2 0.225 83.310
22 6 10 38 0.225 93.690
23 4 14 29 0.325 94.710
24 8 14 29 0.125 55.510
25 6 10 20 0.225 87.110
26 10 10 20 0.225 93.920
27 6 18 20 0.225 62.680
28 6 10 20 0.225 86.130
29 4 6 29 0.125 87.260
30 6 2 20 0.225 92.220
31 4 6 11 0.125 82.740
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with 0.100–0.300 g of the WC and 50-mL of the
MB solutions (5–30 mg/L) at optimum pH. The
Erlenmeyer flasks were subsequently agitated for up
to 60 min at 300 rpm at room temperature until the
equilibrium is reached. The MB concentration in the
solution was measured using a double beam UV–vis
spectrophotometer (jasco, Model UV–vis V-530, Japan)
at 664 nm. The amount of adsorbed MB at equilibrium
(qe (mg/g)) was calculated using Eq. (3),

qe ¼ ðC0 � CeÞV=W (3)

where C0 and Ce (mg/L) are the initial and equilib-
rium concentrations of liquid-phase dye, respectively.
V (L) is the volume of the solution, and W (g) is the
mass of dry adsorbent used.

The pH was adjusted by adding diluted NaOH
(0.10 M) and/or HCl (0.10 M) before each experiment.

2.5. Adsorption kinetic studies

The effect of contact time for 50 mL of MB solution
with concentration in the range of 5–15 mg/L was
examined by agitating the solution by a magnetic stir-
rer at 300 rpm at room temperature. It was homoge-
nously dispersed in solution. At a given time within
the range of 0–60 min following the centrifugation for
5 min at 4,000 rpm, the phase separation occurred.
Subsequently, the MB concentration was quantified
and the actual amount of MB adsorbed at time t, (qt
(mg/g)), was calculated based on Eq. (4),

qt ¼ ðC0 � CtÞV=W (4)

where C0 and Ct (mg/L) are the concentrations of MB
at initial and at any time t, respectively. V (L) is the
solution volume, and W (g) represents the mass of the
adsorbent. The isotherm studies were performed by
varying the initial MB concentration at various adsor-
bent dosages. At any condition, the amount of unad-
sorbed MB was determined and equilibrium value of
adsorbed MB was evaluated using Eq. (4).

3. Results and discussion

3.1. Characterization of WC

3.1.1. FTIR

The characteristic functional groups of the adsor-
bent were investigated using FTIR spectra as the most
powerful and well-stabilized instrument (see Fig. 3 for
the FTIR of WC). Stretching vibration band around
1,700 cm−1 is assigned to carbonyl C=O group present

Fig. 1. Three-dimensional response surface.

Fig. 2. Optimization plot for the removal of MB by walnut carbon.

S. Hajati et al. / Desalination and Water Treatment 57 (2016) 3179–3193 3183



in aldehyde, ester, ketone, and acetyl derivatives. The
strong band at 1,500 cm−1 may be due to C=C bond.
The peaks appearing between 423 and 634 cm−1 are
assigned to metal–oxygen (M–O) stretching mode in
the structure of WC.

3.1.2. BET analysis of WC

Determination of iodine value is usually a
complementary test to the N2/77 K adsorption iso-
therms, which is assumed to measure the surface area
in micropores within pore sizes of a material. Increase
in four values of the adsorbent indicates a good and
acceptable adsorption capacity of such an adsorbent
[19]. Specific surface area (SSA) is an indication of the
accessible area of adsorbent per unit mass and it gen-
erally depends on the surrounding phase that can
modify the surface area. The interference of the sur-
rounding phase is especially problematic for the Bru-
ner–Emmet–Teller (BET) N2 adsorption/desorption
isotherm method, because the entire surface is modi-
fied by vacuum treatment before N2 adsorption.
Table 1 shows narrow microporosity structure of WC
and its surface area, which is about 32.58 m2/g. The
total pore volume of WC was found to be 0.029 cm3/g
and its average pore diameter was found to be less
than 10 nm. Total surface properties of the adsorbent
are presented in Table 1.

3.1.3. pHzpc

Characterization of the WC surface is governed by
its ability for the adsorption of the target solute. Dis-
tribution of charge on the adsorbent surface plays a
deep and appreciable role in the interaction of various

compounds with adsorbent and thus on the dye
removal. The adsorbent charge may be either positive
or negative. It may be greatly affected by the interac-
tion of surface with solute ions. The adsorbent surface
is neutral at a point known as zero point of charge
(ZPC). At pH above this value (see Table 1), the sur-
face becomes negatively charged, and the positive ions
will be attracted on the surface due to electrostatic
attraction. The negatively charged species will be
accelerated at pH below the ZPC.

3.1.4. Determination of oxygen-containing functional
groups

The type and concentration of the surface func-
tional groups of WC were determined by the Boehm
titration approach [20]. The surface titration method is
based on a phenomenon in which only strong acidic
carboxylic groups are neutralized by sodium bicarbon-
ates (Na2HCO3), as well as lactonic and carboxylic
groups are neutralized by sodium carbonate (Na2CO3).
The weakly acidic phenolic groups are titrated via the
addition of strong alkali, sodium hydroxide. The
results of Boehm titration method for WC are pre-
sented in Table 1.

3.1.5. Kinetic study

Every adsorption process may follow either chemi-
cal reaction, diffusion control, and mass transfer or
any combination of them. The investigation on the
adsorption and the dye removal at various times
allows evaluating the kinetic parameters and obtaining
useful information to design and model the adsorption
processes. This purpose was undertaken by evaluating
the removal rate using various conventional models
such as the Lagergren pseudo-first-order model (Eq.
(5)) [21], the Ho’s pseudo-second-order model (Eq. (6))
[22], and the Elovich model (Eq. (7)) [23].

qt ¼ qeð1� e�k1 tÞ (5)

qt ¼ q2e k2t=ð1þ qek2tÞ (6)

qt ¼ 1

b
lnðtÞ þ 1

b
lnðabÞ (7)

where qe (mg/g) and qt (mg/g) are the amounts of MB
adsorbed at equilibrium and at time t, respectively. In
addition, k1 (min−1) is the rate constant of pseudo-
first-order adsorption, k2 (g/mg min) is the rate constant
of pseudo-second-order adsorption, α (mg/g min) is the
initial adsorption rate, and β (g/mg) is the desorption

Fig. 3. FTIR spectrum of walnut carbon.
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constant. The above-mentioned models were applied to
fit the experimental kinetic data. The values of estimated
parameters are shown in Tables 3 and 4. In spite of
reasonable value of the R2 corresponding to pseudo-
first-order model at different amounts of adsorbent
(R2: 0.843–0.956), the experimental qe values have great
deviation from the theoretical values where this differ-
ence is even higher at large MB concentrations. Good
and reasonable fit to Lagergren’s model at low MB con-
centration does not hold at higher concentrations. How-
ever, the estimated qe values of pseudo-second-order
model accurately predict the adsorption kinetics over
the entire working times. Therefore, this model satisfac-
torily predicts the kinetics of MB adsorption onto WC.
The lack of fit of the Elovich model to the experimental
data at low concentrations is improved at higher MB
concentrations [24]. The initial adsorption rates can be
calculated from the pseudo-second-order model by the
following equation:

H ¼ k2q
2
e (8)

and the results are shown in Tables 3 and 4. The fact
that the initial adsorption rate increases with increase
in the initial MB concentration shows that the overall
parameters of adsorption process are greatly influ-
enced by the ratio of adsorbate to adsorbent. The
value of initial sorption (H), which is proportional to
the initial rate of adsorption, increases from 0.39 to
0.82 mg/(g min) with the increase in the initial MB
concentration from 7.12 to 15.00 mg/L at 0.225 g of
adsorbent. This value increases from 0.42 to 0.58 for

0.15 g and from 0.080 to 0.270 for 0.150 and 0.300 g of
adsorbent, respectively.

The initial increase in H might be attributed to the
enhancement in mass transport due to the driving
force emerged from higher ratio of MB molecules to
reactive vacant adsorbent sites. At higher concentra-
tions, apparent MB dimerization [25] and difficult dif-
fusion of large dimers in small adsorbent pores as
well as possible electrostatic repulsion between MB
molecules make the kinetic parameters worse.

Fig. 4 shows the linear plot of different kinetic
models for the adsorption of different concentrations
of MB onto 0.225 g of walnut carbon. The correlation
coefficient (R2) for the pseudo-second-order kinetic at
different initial MB concentrations was found to be
above 0.99. The calculated qe values are in good agree-
ment to the experimental values (Tables 3 and 4). For
example, the equilibrium sorption capacity (qe)
increases from 1.536 to 2.762 mg/g by increasing the
MB concentration from 7.12 to 15.00 mg/L at 0.225 g
of adsorbent. The rate constant values decrease from
1.084 to 0.160 g/(mg.min) by increasing the initial MB
concentration from 7.12 to 15.00 mg/L at 0.225 g of
the adsorbent. The agreement between the experimen-
tal data and the model predicted values was
expressed by the correlation coefficients (with R2 val-
ues close or equal to 1). Among the pseudo-first- and
second-order kinetic models, a critical factor for
another judgment about their suitability is the agree-
ment between the experimental and theoretical values.
Comparison based on these two parameters shows the
applicability of pseudo-second-order model for

Table 3
Kinetic parameters of MB removal using 0.100 of WC for 5 mg/l of MB and 0.150 g of WC for 7.12, 10.00 and 15 mg/l of
MB

0.100 g
0.150 g

Models Parameters 5.00 mg/L 7.12 mg/L 10.00 mg/L 15.00 mg/L

First-order kinetic model: K1 0.032 0.044 0.014 0.016
logðqeqtÞ ¼ logðqeÞ � ðK1=2:303Þt qe (cal) 0.729 0.455 1.288 1.824

R2 0.921 0.935 0.910 0.843
Second-order kinetic model: K2 0.241 0.537 0.255 0.148
t=qt ¼ 1=k2q2e þ ð1=qeÞt qe (cal) 2.331 2.092 2.652 3.533

R2 0.996 0.999 0.998 0.990
H 0.760 0.420 0.550 0.580

Intraparticle diffusion Kdif 0.078 0.083 0.126 0.184
qt ¼ Kidt1=2þ C C 1.826 1.561 1.779 2.224

R2 0.744 0.899 0.957 0.851
Elovich β 5.524 7.042 4.854 3.246
qt ¼ 1=b lnðabÞ þ 1=b lnðtÞ R2 0.959 0.991 0.981 0.915
Experimental data qe (exp) 2.423 2.140 3.276 4.333
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evaluating and fitting the experimental data over
entire adsorption stage [26].

3.1.6. The intraparticle diffusion model

The initial dye concentration is not linearly related
to the removal rate when pore diffusion is the predom-
inant stage and limits the adsorption process. The MB
transfer from bulk to the solid phase through intrapar-
ticle diffusion/transport process is known as rate-
limiting step particularly in rapidly stirred batch
process [23]. Therefore, the possible applicability of
this model for the interpretation of experimental data
was investigated according to its well-known equation:

qt ¼ Kdif t
0:5 þ C (9)

where C (mg/g) is the intercept and kdif (mg/g min−1/2)
is the intraparticle diffusion rate constant. The values of
qt were found to be linearly correlated to the values of
t1/2 (Fig. 4(C) for 0.225 g of WC). The rate constant kdif
is directly evaluated from the slope of the regression
line (Tables 3 and 4). The C value (Tables 3 and 4)
provides information about the thickness of boundary
layer and external mass transfer resistance. As found,
the constant C increases from 1.089 to 2.224 with

increase in MB amount from 7.12 to 15 mg/L at
0.150–0.300 g of WC. It may be related to increase in
thickness of the boundary layer and to decrease in the
chance of the external mass transfer. Both of these
behaviors support a prominent increase in the amount
of internal mass transfer. The high value of R2 shows
suitability of this model to explain the experimental
data. This may confirm that the rate-limiting step is
the intraparticle diffusion process. The intraparticle
diffusion rate constant (kdif) value was in the range of
0.038–0.152 mg/g min−1/2 at 0.225 g of adsorbent with
a good positive correlation between the initial dye con-
centration and this linear relationship, which shows
high contribution of intraparticle diffusion on the
adsorption process. Generally, in kinetic studies, pass-
ing the plot of intraparticle diffusion through origin
shows that this mechanism solely limits the adsorption
rate. This situation was not achieved in our study,
which shows that another alternative model in addition
to intraparticle diffusion model is required to follow the
adsorption data.

3.1.7. Equilibrium isotherms

Adsorption equilibrium isotherm is designed based
on the mathematical relation between the amounts of

Fig. 4. Linear plot of different kinetic models at 0.225 g of walnut carbon and 7.12, 10.00, and 15.00 mg/L of methylene blue.
(A) first-order kinetic model, (B) second-order kinetic model, (C) intraparticle diffusion model, and (D) Elovich model.
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target adsorbed per gram of adsorbent (qe (mg/g)) to
the equilibrium unadsorbed amount of dye in the
solution (Ce (mg/L)) at constant temperature. Isotherm
study is of high theoretical and practical interests to
obtain knowledge about the surface properties of
adsorbent and removal mechanism [27].

3.1.8. Langmuir isotherm

The Langmuir isotherm is valid for the adsorption
of solute from liquid solution on finite number of
similar and equi-energy surface sites, without
transmigration of adsorbate in the surface plane [3].
The maximum adsorption capacity corresponding to
complete monolayer coverage on the adsorbent sur-
face is calculated by the following well-known proce-
dure. A plot of Ce/Qe vs. Ce at various amounts of
WC such as 0.150, 0.225, and 0.300 g, which is gener-
ally a straight line with a slope of 1/Qm and an inter-
cept of 1/(kaQm), is shown in Fig. 5(A). At various
amounts of WC, this line is used to calculate the
respective constant present in this model (Table 5).
The high correlation coefficients and high maximum
monolayer capacity (3.745–4.739 mg/g using 0.15–0.3 g

of adsorbent) show strong positive evidence on the
usefulness of the Langmuir model, accurately, and
predict the properties of adsorption process (Table 5).

The separation factor (RL) is calculated to evaluate
the adsorption capacity [28].

RL ¼ 1=ð1þ KaC0Þ (10)

where Ka(L/mg) is the Langmuir constant and C0

(mg/L) is the initial concentration. The adsorption
process can be determined as favorable when the RL
value is between 0 and 1. It was found that the RL
values at all conditions are lower than 1. This strongly
supports the favorable adsorption and shows a good
fit to the Langmuir model for the experimental data.
In addition, increase in the RL value with increasing
initial MB concentration and adsorbent dosage shows
high tendency of MB for the adsorption onto WC.

3.1.9. Freundlich isotherm

The Freundlich isotherm model [29] is applicable
for non-ideal heterogeneous sorption with the logarith-
mic decrease in the enthalpy of adsorption and with

Fig. 5. Linear Plot of different isotherm models in 0.150, 0.225, and 0.300 g of walnut carbon and MB concentration
ranged 5–30 mg/L. (A) Langmuir isotherm, (B) Freundlich isotherm, (C) Dubinin–Radushkevich isotherm, and
(D) Tempkin isotherm.
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increase in the fraction of occupied sites. Kf values are
a criterion of the bonding energy and adsorption or
distribution coefficient indicating the amount of target
compound adsorbed onto adsorbent until the equilib-
rium is achieved. 1/n shows adsorption intensity and
surface heterogeneity. The value approaches zero by
increasing the heterogeneous nature of the surface. The
1/n value less than 1 indicates normal Langmuir iso-
therm, while 1/n above 1 indicates bimechanism and
cooperative adsorption. The applicability of the
Freundlich adsorption isotherm was assessed by
plotting ln qe vs. ln Ce (Fig. 5(B)). The values for the
constants in the model at various amounts of adsor-
bent are shown in Table 5. The correlation coefficients
(0.96–0.97) and higher error value of this model show
that the Freundlich model has lower efficiency
compared to the Langmuir model.

3.1.10. Tempkin isotherm

R2 value shows the applicability of each model for
the explanation of the experimental data and the
lower value concerns to error analysis. Both Langmuir
and Freundlich models have reasonable and accept-
able R2 value. However, conventional model, such as
Tempkin isotherm, (Fig. 5(C)) has commonly been
applied in the following linear form [25]:

qe ¼ b lnaþ b lnCe (11)

where β = (RT)/b is related to the heat of adsorption, T
is the absolute temperature in Kelvin, and R
(8.314 J mol−1 K−1) is the universal gas constant [30].
The evaluation and assessment of the experimental
equilibrium adsorption data show the usability of this
model for the explanation of adsorption. The linear
isotherm constants and coefficients of determination
are presented in Table 5. The heat of MB adsorption
onto WC was found to be increased from 0.638 to
0.815 kJ mol−1 with a decrease in WC dosage from 0.3
to 0.15 g. The correlation coefficient (R2) obtained from
Tempkin model is comparable with that obtained from
Langmuir and Freundlich equations. According to χ,
as a significant criterion, best applicable model is the
Langmuir model.

3.1.11. Dubinin–Radushkevich (D–R) isotherm

The D–R model was applied to estimate the
porosity, free energy, and the characteristics of adsor-
bents [31]. The D–R isotherm (Fig. 5(D)) is applicable
to homogeneous surfaces. Constant adsorption
potential is calculated from the following linear
equation.

lnqe ¼ lnQm � Be2 (12)

where B is a constant related to the adsorption
energy, Qm is theoretical saturation capacity, and ε is

Table 5
Comparison of the different isotherm parameters for MB adsorption on 0.150, 0.225, and 0.300 g of walnut carbon

Isotherms Parameters

Adsorbent (g)

0.150 g 0.225 g 0.300 g

Langmuir Qm (mg g−1) 4.739 4.716 3.745
Ce=qe ¼ 1=KaQm þ Ce=Qm Ka (L mg −1) 0.659 1.065 1.467

RL 0.048–0.175 0.030–0.158 0.022–0.087
Χ2 0.634 1.137 1.039
R2 0.995 0.995 0.995

Freundlich 1/n 0.260 0.349 0.293
ln qe ¼ lnKFþ ð1=nÞ lnCe KF (L mg −1) 2.196 2.144 1.950

Χ2 2.852 2.732 1.571
R2 0.963 0.949 0.971

Tempkin Bl 0.815 0.848 0.638
qe ¼ Bl lnKT þ Bl lnCe KT (L mg −1) 13.968 17.579 29.488

X2 3.423 4.142 5.050
R2 0.968 0.996 0.987

Dubinin and Radushkevich Qs (mg g−1) 3.892 3.709 3.055
ln qe ¼ lnQs � Ke2 K(10−8) 20 7 6

E (kJ/mol) = 1/(2 K)1/2 1,581.139 2,672.612 2,886.751
X2 0.361 0.789 0.717
R2 0.802 0.934 0.923
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the Polanyi potential which is generally calculated
from Eq. (13).

e ¼ RT lnð1þ 1=CeÞ (13)

The slope of the plot of lnqe vs. ε gives B (mol2/(kJ2))
and the intercept yields the adsorption capacity,

(Qm (mg/g)). The mean free energy of adsorption (E),
which concerns to energy transport from target mole-
cule to the adsorbent surface, is generally evaluated
using the following equation [32]:

E ¼ ð2BÞ�1=2 (14)

The calculated values of D–R parameters (Table 5)
show that the saturation adsorption capacity at
different amounts of the adsorbent is in the range of
3.055–3.892, and is in good agreement with respective
Langmuir value. The values of E, obtained from
Eq. (14), are in the range of 1,581.139–2,886.751 mol−1.
This strongly shows that physisorption process plays
a significant contribution in the adsorption of MB onto
WC. Another important criterion for evaluating the
applicability of each model was applied using a
non-linear chi-square statistical test (χ2) [33]:

v2 ¼ Sum ðqe;exp � qe;cal=qe;calÞ2 (15)

where qe,exp and qe,cal are the experimental and
calculated adsorption capacities, respectively. Good
agreement between the data acquired by each model
to the experimental data makes it possible to lower χ2

value and increase the applicability of each model and
vice versa. The higher R2 value and smaller χ2 value

Fig. 6. Plot of lnKc vs. 1/T for the estimation of thermody-
namic parameters.

Table 6
Thermodynamic data for adsorption of methylene blue by 0.225 g of walnut carbon

Parameter

Concentration
ΔG at
T(˚K) = 283

ΔG at
T(˚K) = 293

ΔG at
T(˚K) = 303

ΔG at
T(˚K) = 313

ΔG at
T(˚K) = 323 ΔH ΔS R2

10.00 mg/L −1,773.000 −2,353.000 −2,933.000 −3,512.900 −4,092.900 14,649.270 58.000 0.844
20.00 mg/L 2,211.100 1,960.900 1,602.700 1,298.500 994.300 10,824.830 30.420 0.964

Table 7
Maximum monolayer sorption of several adsorbents

Sorbent Sorption capacity (mg g−1) Reference

Activated carbon (coconut shell fibbers) 19.59 [35]
Activated carbon (olive stones) 303 [36]
Cotton waste 240 [37]
Date pits 80.3 [38]
Fly ash 53.84 [39]
Perlite 5.6–9.08 [40]
Perlite 162.3 [41]
Perlite (EP) 17.4–31.7 [42]
Pyrophyllite 70.42 [43]
Zeolite 53.1 [41]
Homemade walnut carbon 3.74–4.74 This study

3190 S. Hajati et al. / Desalination and Water Treatment 57 (2016) 3179–3193



for Langmuir isotherm in comparison with other mod-
els show its superiority to other model for the expla-
nation of the experimental equilibrium data. The
lower correlation coefficient (R2) of Freundlich model
in comparison to Langmuir model suggests that the
removal process is well modeled by monolayer com-
pared to multilayer adsorption.

3.1.12. Adsorption thermodynamics

Thermodynamic parameters for adsorption of MB
onto WC were obtained at various temperatures of 10,
20, 30, 40, and 50˚C. This was performed to investigate
the spontaneous nature of the adsorption process. The
equation used is expressed as:

DG ¼ �RT lnKe (16)

A plot of lnKe against 1/T gives a graph (Fig. 6), from the
slope of which ΔG can be obtained. Thermodynamic
parameter results for the adsorption of MB onto WC at
various temperatures are reported in Table 6. The
adsorption process was found to be spontaneous in
nature for the case 10 mg/L with negative values of
change of Gibbs free energy (ΔG). For the case 20 mg/L,
the positive values of the change of Gibbs free energy
indicate that the process is non-spontaneous. The posi-
tive values of both enthalpy (ΔH) and entropy (ΔS)
obtained for the MB adsorption onto WC showed that
the adsorption processes are endothermic with random
characteristics. The absolute value of change of Gibbs
free energy for physical adsorption (–20 to 0 kJ/mol) is
smaller than that of chemisorptions (–80 to –400 kJ/mol)
[34]. The results obtained from this study for Gibbs free
energy prove that the adsorption processes are physical
in nature.

3.1.13. Comparison of other adsorbents for the MB
removal

Advantages of these adsorbents include: ease of
production, low cost, abundance of raw materials, the
use of green chemistry, and reusability after heating.
Therefore, it could be used as a good adsorbent for the
removal of water pollution. Maximal adsorption capac-
ities of several adsorbents [35–43] are given in Table 7.

4. Conclusion

This investigation showed the applicability of WC
as a good, green, low-cost, and locally available
adsorbent for the removal of MB from aqueous

solutions in a very short time (2 min). By using
RSM, the optimum values of the pH, adsorbent dos-
age, MB concentration, and contact time were found
to be 10, 0.250 g, 9.00 mg/L, and 2 min, respectively,
with the MB removal percentage above 95%. Lang-
muir isotherm gave a best fit to adsorption data. This
fact may be attributed to high Langmuir surface area
of the adsorbent. The data indicated that the
adsorption kinetics follow the pseudo-second-order
rate in addition to intraparticle diffusion. It was con-
cluded that the WC could be employed as a low-cost
adsorbent and it could be a good alternative to
commercial activated carbon for the removal of dyes
from wastewater. Further studies on quantitative
characterization of this adsorbent and mechanisms
involved are needed. It is also suggested to investigate
the applicability of this adsorbent for the removal of
other dyes as well as its possible industrial
application.

List of symbols

xi, xj — coded values of the factors
b0, bi, bii, and bij — constant, linear, quadratic, and

interaction coefficients,
respectively

x2; x3; x22; x23, and
x2x3

— amount of adsorbent, dye
concentration, square of
amount of adsorbent, square of
dye concentration, as well as
the interaction of the amount of
adsorbent and dye
concentration, respectively

C0 and Ce (mg/L) — initial and equilibrium
concentrations of liquid-phase
dye, respectively

V (L) — volume of the solution
W (g) — mass of dry adsorbent used
Ct (mg/L) — concentration of MB at any

time t
qe (mg/g) and qt

(mg/g)
— amounts of MB adsorbed at

equilibrium and at time t,
respectively

k1 (min−1) — rate constant of pseudo-first-
order adsorption

k2 (g/mg min) — rate constant of pseudo-second-
order adsorption

α (mg/g min) — initial adsorption rate
β (g/mg) — desorption constant
H — initial sorption
kdif (mg/g min−1/2) — intraparticle diffusion rate

constant
RL — separation factor
Ka (L/mg) — Langmuir constant
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